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Hidefumi Imura is Professor at the Global Cooperation Institute for Sustainable Cities 
of Yokohama City University and Professor Emeritus of Nagoya University since 2011. 
He is also Senior Policy Advisor at the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies. 
After receiving Ph.D at the University of Tokyo in 1974, he joined the Japan 
Environment Agency, and subsequently worked for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
the Yokohama Municipal Government. He moved to Kyusyu University in 1988, where 
he was a professor at the Institute of Environmental Systems until 2000. Since then, he 
was a professor at Nagoya University, where he taught environmental systems analysis 
and planning at the Graduate School of Environmental Studies. Prof. Imura has a wide 
range of expertise covering domestic and international environmental policy issues, 
environmental technologies, economics, and information in Japan, China and East Asian 
countries. His research centers on energy and material flow analysis of human activities 
in cities, life cycle assessment of civil infrastructures, and modeling of human and 
environmental interactions. He is the author of “Environmental Policy in Japan (Eduard 
Elgar)”, “Environmental Systems Studies (Springer)”, “Environmental Issues in China 
Today (Springer)” and many articles. 
 




