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On August 1 through 26, the United Nations Headquarters in
New York opened the Tenth Review Conference of the Parties to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation (NPT). Japan Prime Minister
KISHIDA attended the conference, the first time a Japanese
prime minister has done so. In his address, the Prime Minister
appealed for achieving a world without nuclear weapons, and
presented the “Hiroshima Action Plan” to help accomplish that
goal and pursue nuclear risk reduction.

Representatives explored the treaty’s objectives to promote
disarmament, non-proliferation, and peaceful uses of nuclear
energy, but the final document produced to lay out the direction
of ongoing efforts was not adopted.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has reaffirmed that “peace” as
we understood it to be a fragile thing, and raises grave concerns
about the possible use of nuclear weapons.

In addition to attending the Hiroshima and Nagasaki peace
memorial ceremonies, Yokohama advocates for the abolition of
nuclear weapons and works to help achieve lasting world peace.

People can only do so much as individuals. Reaching a peaceful
world without nuclear weapons can only be achieved by
combining our efforts and working together. Let us reflect on the
past and contemplate what we can do to not repeat it.
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